Reader — 
"N this Anſwer to Maſter Gataker, 


Tconceive thou haſt a taſte of rhe 
true notion both of the ſweetneſſe and 


glory of the Goſpel. 
[mprimarur, 
May 26, "= 
1646. TT | 
Fob, Bacbiler, 
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FOR | 
 UVUmtiie, Peace, and Love, 


With an 


\NS WERE 


( Called Shadows flying away ) © 


os; a Book of M'* Gataker one of the 


Aſſembly,intituled 4 M:ftake, &c. and 
and the Book of the nameleſſe Author call- 
ed The Plea : both writ againſt me. 


AndaveryſhortAnswes, in a word, to 
a Book by another namelefle Author, called 


An A fter-reckoning with Maſter Saltmar{h; 
and to Maſter Edwards his Second Part, 
called Gangrena, directed to me. 


Wherein many things of the Spirit are diſ- 
covered, Of Faith and Repentance, &c. Of 


. the Prelbyteries: And ſome things are 
hinted, to the undeceiveing of people 
| in their preſent Miniſters. 
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Py JoHN $ SALTMARGSH, Preacher of the Goſpel. 
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A&7. 26. Sirs, ye are brethren ; Why do ye Wrong one to anche ? 
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LoxnpoN, Printed for G, CALvERT,at the Black 
Spread-E agle at the Welt-end , ot Panls. 1646. 
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TO THE 


Rivket! Honou r "0. 


The Lord Maior . Aldermen , and: 


the Common-Councel of the City 
OF 


LONDON: 


Right Honourable, 


SD, 


_ 212 2R Any who call themſelves RY Nv 
© and Prophets of God, accuſe us 
-1Z of Hereſie and Schiſm befare ye. 
D But we hope ye. will take, uatice 
74 SEAS Fe _ they are but men as we ate, and of 
BST like paſlions with us; neitber Az 
tioſtles, nor BW of the firſt Baptilm, vr gifts 
& the Spirit. - Tet if the Prieſts and'Elders, or,any, 
” & 2 i Oratour, 
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The Ep iſtle hiwery: 


Oratour, as Tertullus, accuſe Paul to Feſtns or 
A orippa, hecamot but anft wer for himſelf. | 
I have but few words to ſpeak to ye ( Noble G- , 
tizens ) That ye would in that Spirit which is of 
God, jadge the DoArines of men, and ſingle them 
from Traditions, Cuſtoms, Councels, Synods 
Intereits, Te are bidto try the « a whether 
| - they beof God, oro. C 
F - Try whether it ; bo according ts Gat fariferit Mi- 
'Y alles. and thoſe not Agate , tocall others He- 
| reticks who believe zot as they believe: that 
| la will become then of the ſtrong _ weak: Chaiffies, 
| 1344 of thechildren, fathers, and young men ? 
| Try whether they ought to preach to ye to ſup- 
| preſſe all but thevild x; f HcatTeparel aot infalli- 
| ble, but may erre ; and where i3 the Remedy 
> then, if they erre ? Who ſhall juage 1be Judges ?, ?, 
ll. Toy whether this make for unity of ipirit , to 
= ow 20 morefellowſhip. mor brotherhood ther i 
0 form and praftice. And what will they have ye 
8 do if forms ſbould alter # For: FE may change > v 
i England bath done ſo... © 
I Try whether this make for the olory of Chal. 
!-. ftians, zo perſecnte or baniſh, ( C as they - 12 have 
| | ze) ll be themſelves... May they novas wellel, 
| 5%, that Gol batbmads England eelyformen of 
=: {2 Nv the 
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| TheBpitleD Dedicitory. | 
the Prbpitery; or. one opition:t Hiveiny. and 
worſbip in : And wherr Fad they that P E 

. Fry whether FL by their dail 'y Inwedlives fron 
Preile aud Pulpit againſt Independen ts and o- 
thers , briny not intbe Popiſh Deſigne in another 
form; to divide the godly part J,both Presby terian 
andifagependent, und ſo tornine all, _ 

Try, if ol ſc. Dodrine as they now commonly 
preach aud write to ye, reſolve not it ſelf mo#t into 
their own 1nterelis, profits, place,. power : And 
what doth the Scriprure and Hiſtorjcs tell ye of 
that ? 

dud m A0Wp I heve its ; praying for ye 

That ye maybe fill a free City, and not diſputed 
by the miſcelany of Logick and Divinity of ſome , 
zto bondape. '- - 

That ye may be ſtill populous, and notyour 
ſtreets growing with praſſe through any unneigh- 
bourly Principle of Perſecution, which mu$t needs 
lofe yeman y, and nitch reſort fromthis famons City, 
under the name of Rereticks , not letting ſuch live 
beſide them. 

That ye may be apeaceable City , and not raiſed 
ap attd diſhed by any breath of men egainft the ether 
and greater part of your ſelves, the Parliament. 
Tagiand hath long enough broken it nd againſt its 
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The E viſtle hilt 


own walls : let it = be our ſtrength: aan ſtill, and 
zo ſtand ſtill and ſee ſalvation. 


And ſince the Lord bath let the ll of the ſuc- 


ceſſe of the Presbytery, which is ſo much deſrred, 


come thorow the hands of thoſe and that Army 


whom they have told ye over often were Hereticks ; | 


let this be but taken notice on by ye, what God bath 
told ye inthe ſucceſſe of that Army ; andI truſt ye 
will never reward the Meſſengers bywhoſe uy 


the Presbytery in a kinde came, by Fn them out 


of doors. Thus rets he 


Who would rejoyce in your 
Peace, Proſperity, 'and 
Gos?reE L-unity, 


Jonun SALTMARSH. 
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Peace, .and Love. 
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* He Nations -and Kingdomes of 
oY - the wotldſhall bring+their glory 
DN to Chriſt, and be at peace with all 
-his, according to the.Propheſies, 
na 7/4 1::6,7, 8. Revel. 21. 26. 
"BD 1a. 49:23. And how happy is 
" © © © that Nation or Kingdome which 
ſhall be firſt in this eruth, and have rather a peace 
of Prophecie; than Policie, apeace'of Goa, thanmay. 
How [happy ſhall this Kingdome be ro *fulfitt any 
of this Prophecie, of peace to one- another, 'and ro 
the Saints. no RT 
- Thar. all Kingdoms, and 'Nations, 'and Princes, 
and Pcpple,: profpered according ro*thair lave to 
Chriſt, and his * Pharaoh for Toſeph, Ahaſuerus for 
Mordcai, Artaxerxes' for Nehemiah andthe people 
of the Tewes ; and thoſe Nations have 'beerr ever 
nations of bondage and'tyranny to themfelves,. which 
became ſo firſt ro rhe Saimrs. + Mo TRO 
Thar Jeruſalem; hath been ever a $»rdenſowre ſtone, 


anda cup of trembling to all that oppreſſed her, and 


the foxe cut out of the mountain withour hands, 

roo:'mighty for all the rowntains of rhe world : 'And 

the blood of the Saints, where-ever ſpilled, and where 
Po A ever 
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"peace of All, ſo far as. that «ll;\or a7 
which is that #n{ty:of ſpirit in the.bomn 


© Regs for Uni, | 


ever: found in literal or-ſtical Babylon , never left 


crying, till that very place had blood given them 


to drink, for in her was fownd the blood of the 
. Prophets. ; 77 


Thar the true Peace.indeed is more ſpirituall and 


That true Peace 1s an enemy 0 all [elf in- 
tereſt, and ſelfiſh preſervation, and ſelfiſh unity, or 
ſelfiſh peace-;, becauſe,.that* when . Yaity , Peace, 


” o % a: 


Preſervation,. gathers:ip from that. common intereſt 


; Peace and Ynity, to. which they are appointed by 


the law of Creation, and Inſtitution, and becomes 
only. their own, and not anothers, their en peace, 
their ow# unity, their own.preſervation, gheybreak- 
ing that {am of :the Spirit, and: Communion: of their 
firſt creation, cach .perifhes in _their. ſingle, private 


- 


and unwarrantable way, of ſaving themſclves; 4zd 
the eye ſaith unto the hand, 1 have no need of thee, aud 
the head to the foot, 1 have no need of you; 

Thar thercis'no ſuch impoſsibility of being 9c 
under. divers. Opinions, as we are made believe, .no 
more then there was for thoſe that eat fleſh, and 
thoſe that eat herbs, for thoſe that regarded a day, 
and thoſe that regarded it not, for thoſe that uſed 


| alk, 
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© Peace, and Line. 


milk; and thoſe that eat fronger,meat,, for thoſe thar 
were zealous of the Law, and thoſe that were more 


in the Goſpel, to be oxe, or together, or to pleaſe one 


another to edification. Did Paul bid the eaters of fleſh 
call the eaters of herbs, hereticks 7 or them that re- 
garded a day,the others that regarded it not,hereticks? 


or them that were zealous of the Law, them that. 


were of the Goſpel, Hereticks ?. or thus; Fleſh-eaters, 
and Par egn ot; NIL? 2h 6-00, Prevdy:: 
terians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, T9 ah 


Thar there is ſo much in every one of theſe, 


wherein they appear to ſtand need of one another, 
the Presbyterian cannot ſay, I have,no nced ofthe 
Independent ; nor the. Independent, 1 have no need 
of the Presbyterian; nor cither of them ſay, wehave 
no need of you cAnabaptiſt. For, the Presbyterian 
may need the Independent, becauſe he is for a purer. 
Communion of $aints then he ; They both the 474-. 
baptiſt, becauſe he baptizeth Believers, as. the 4-. 
poſttes alwayes did : They both the Seekers, becauſe 
none of them have theſe Ordinances by the firſt 
pattern in the Word, as by Apoftleſhip and Baptiſae 
of Spirit : Northeſe the Presbyterians, becauſe there 
may be ſome gift, ſome power of the Spirit, fome 
principle of Adminiſtration in them., which may 
help the Body, and the Common-wealth, or Parliament. 
All theſe, becauſe they are all members of the ſamsg 
—_ TL. EN 
| That Loveis the more excellent way xevealed, then 
cither the way of Gifts, or 0raimaxces, and there- 
fore no gift or ordinance is to be preferred before 
love: Love neither exvies, nor vaunts,. nor behaves 
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VII. 


VIII. 


x Cor,12.3t. 
I 3.3, 


IX. 


and another another part, and another anothe 


Reajons for Vriry, 
iefal ſeen, oo8" beat" things, and hope al 
things' © avid this is'that ur Which is of Gor, and 
extends it ſf as-God, and comprehends and embraces 
men, nor as'rhis man, or that may, meerly, nor as a 
ah of this; or that opiniof! : but becauſe it is love 

from thi formain'of Infinite love, it flowes upon all, 
and hath'a kifde of-peace with all, and loves all: 
God is love, and theretore job and unjuſt, Loos and 

bad;srexakeninto fomething of him, ſeeing he giverh 
to all things life and bjtath, and” all things : and the 
more this love is amongſt men, the more they love 
as God, andthe motelarge in love, and aniverſall in 
love. That loye which is-only to'oe kind, 'is bur low, 
nirrow, ind natural, the meer love of creatures: as 
creatirres : but that love which can love thoſe of 
other kinds, as Presbytcriar,. Anabaptiſt, Independent, 
is not that love of a creature only: ſo as the more 


-, 


- we love any that are nor'as we are, theleſſ-welove. 


2s men. and the morc as'God. 


"Thar the firſt and moſt gloriows and ſpiritual uniby 
is that of ſpir:t ; & therfore things that are outward, 
formal; & periſh with uſing, nor any ordinance,were 


_ evetmade-an hindranceto thar unity: lec not Chriſti- 


ans think they cannot be 0ze, nor inany communion of 
ſpi#it, til they be like one another in the body firſt, 
and in the ©7d:naxce firſt , which ir may be they ne- 
ver ſhall be, ' for we fee God hath hid outward 0rd:- 
ances deepeſt from diſcovery ; ſoas they that finde 
moſt, finde but preces and parcels, and one one part, 


r part, 


all finde nib aff, becauſe al ſhould not want o#e ano- 
ther; and we 'finde theſe things laſt, becauſe there 
: _ X was 


Deare, and Love. 


was'ilefſe need a how many Mndied yeares. from 
C hrift;, and nothing of thefe? yer Chriſt was known, 


and fome of the more ſpirituall 2/ory-of Chriſt : and 
if Chriſtians ſhould not be one, till they be like 
one another , how little would the peace be « even 


as lirrle as that nity rhey contend for: and: what 
peace would it be,bur that of fleſh and form,the peace 


of 0rdinances,not of Spirit. 1 defire this may be con- 


ſidered, that according tothe firſt pattern, the Bap- 
_ tiſme of rhe Spirir, or Gifts and Ordinances, were 
together, never aſunder, from the Apoſtles times to the 
falling away : and let there be a Word' held out for 


Ordinances by themſelves without the like Gifts, 


or ele let us be in more unity of Spirir then we are. 


Chriſtians axe-truly ſo alike , and fo ee and the 
ſame,as they are one in Chriſt in union and ſpirit, one 
in God , as they partake of the Divine nature of the 
Image of Chriſt, as they are branches in the fame 


«6% 


Yine,\ members in the {ame”body - ſo God loves all 


his, as they are of him, born of the incorruptible ſecd, 
being the glory of che ſccond Adam, quickned byrhat 
life, that eternal life : God looks not,nor loves not, as 


men are Presbyter1ans,or Indepenaents, or Anabaptiſts, 


we commonly /ove fo, who begi to: love at the 


outward man before the inward: God loves us firſt. 
as in Chriſt, and loves us becauſe in Chriſt, God | 
loves according to the figure of himſelf in us, and | 
ſo we ſhould love one another,if we will love accor- + 
ding to God : let Papiſts love Papifts only, and-Pre- 
lates love Prelates only, becauſe they are ſo, letus | 
love according to that of ſpirit, we diſcern bythe 
ſame ſpirit in each, according to that of /ove, faith, 


meekneſſe, 


. 


> SY a nam 
— —— 


ion, in diſpoſitian, in a word, becauſe we are not a- 


- onean6ther, becauſe we are not alike in the Sp:rit, 


"new contentions, and. thus new diviſions will 


BY 


, 
pa 
” 


| Were it rot madneſle to fight , becauſe we are 
not like one another in the face,in feature, in complex- 


like in body 2 and whatwere it leſfſe to feht with 


in ſouls, in judgement, in conſcience,in opinion ? If the. 
whole body were the eye, where were the hearing © If the - . 
whole werc hearing, where were the (melling * "1 E 
The lefle we endeavour this bend of peace, the - 

more we ſhall take in new fuel! to our old fire, the. 

more. adyantage and oppirtunity will be opened to 

let, in the old remaindegg of the warre amongſt us, 

which ſhall be as a train of powder to kindle us into 


ſpring our from the aſhes, of the: old, and thoſe 
whom we conquer one day, will bc conquercrs a» 
monegſt us. another day, and we. ſhall nor know 
them from ſome of our {clves, and all 'our victories 
and conqueſts will be bur the enemies defiye of re- 
criiting our ſery; they whom we ſubdue, tinding + 
Ine | | _ _ the 
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Peace, and Loves, _ =7 
* the vein of emity running through Presbyterieand 
Ang will ſoon gird themſelves to battelt in 
thoſe zotzons, and we ſhall never want enough of 
Presbytery and Tndependency, till they undoe us after 
E: our own fafhion : and ifthey-cannor kill us as Cava- 
liers and - 9lal/gnants , in this new way, they may 
kill us. as Presbyters and Independents. And ſurely 
| they will have ſo much Jeſuztiſme as never to let tis 
J ſtarve for Hereticks and Schiſmaticks : "the Teſuites 
' run commonly over to the Latherans, and rail there I 
againſt Calviniſts, and ſo they never want matter 
for diviſion in Germany, it is the great defigne of 
Conclaves and Popiſh Cowncels,to prattiſe upon States 
in their own rel:z2/0ps and cuſtomes, and toturn us 
- back into Popery, by being Proteſtants amongſt us, 
and to raiſe up ew troubles by changing the old, 
and by transfiguring their enmity; Satan himſelf can 
| be an Angel of light, when he cannot paſſe as a pow- 
er of darkneſſe , and where works he thus bur in the 
children of diſobedience? And Brethren, let us not 
let-our enemies in at back.doors of Presbyterie and 1n- 
dependency: let us not «ndee'our ſelves when God 
"would fave us : let us ſcethat theſe workzpes are bur 
the old defigne in a new form. | THE 
The laſt reaſon is : People are not wholly un. x15. 
deceived intheir preſent M7nifters. And to thatend 
conſider, Wo WE; | EL 
© © 1, Thar theſe Miniſters: who tell them thus, and 
- * preach thus, are neither as ' Aaron was, nor as the F 
Prophets were, nor asthe Apoſtles were, nor have 
ſuch an infallible gift, nor ſpirit of diſcerning, ſo as 
their words and {ſermons are no more to he layed 
_TaREM --* 
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then-the words of the Scripture proves,. aud-peaple 
are'to try all, and-to .try ſpirits, ;and ſo .trut, and 
now (friends) not believe.Sermons tooſuddenly, be- 
cauſe their Sermons are-not very Scripture, but inter- 
pretation to their light, &1light may be darkned wigh 
carnal-reaſon and.intereſt. i, | 

2. Thattheſe Miniſters who.preach ſofor Precbytery 
through 6lo0d,and perſecution now , did but a few 
years ſince preach.as confidently for the Service- 
book, for Biſhops, or againſt the Presbyterie, and.our 
Brethren of Scotland. © | | 

3- Thatrtheſc-Miniſters that.preach nothing bur 
Presbyterie, Government, and Divineright, yet never 
tried tin their lives, nor ved intheexperience oft, 
bur have it by report, and by 14e4,0rmodel,or Land- 
skip from other Countries , and ſome ſpecious 
Scriptures. . .. KR CATE TED {L 

- 4+ Thar theſe Hiniſters who would preſſe the 
Covenant againſt Poperic and Epiſcopacie.root and 
branch, yer will be content, though .3B:ſhops. be un- 
-lawfall, to ſay ithe-Biſhops hands which, ordained 
them are not; and that .Bfhops .could .make them 
- Miniſters of. Chriſt,though they were Antichriſt them- 
—_— and that Epiſcepacie:could make @ 'lawfull 
CMEINLHEECNY, | 1. ec: 

Sa That "theſe, Miniſters -who. preached againſt 
Deans, and Archaeacons, and Prelates, as unlawfull, 
can beicontent very well with ther maintenance ; 7 
their tythes are not popiſh s OC theprofits nor YeVenues 
-axc not; againſt Covenant: (people) look a little - 
into theſe men, that hold there is .no papery.inany - 
thing that makes them ich, or maintains them : is 
ER ES this 


10 


ons for Sy, 


i 


_ either by merit, br Wortyrdows,'or miniſtery : and 


therefore the' popr ſoules of England had given away = 
all their {ands:once to. Monks and Fryers, and would _ 


all fightfor the' Holy Land ; 'and the Kings and Prin- 
cetheif power'ro do with as theypleaſed : and all 
Was;as the Priz]t ſaid;for Religion too,all as the Holy 
Charch ſaid : arid now merit nartyrdome, and —_ 
79 carry all before them'-yet , \in_'{fome- meaſure; 
chough not in ſ@mych 1 E»eland hath ſeen ſo much, 
as co rake much vfitheir/laids again, and ryrhes a- 

ain fromthe Miniſtery$andithe-Parliaments have 

een ſo much; ava little to'debate/Religion withthe 


Synods ; and this Parliament hath ſeen more, by. 


Row much they have reſend, diſputed, queried with 
cheir Miniſters 1When cid ever Exelandſee ſo much 
liberty before: !'Wheri(durſt Parliaments ralk. with 
their: Miniſters till riow't: And-(fiiends)'let nor the 
old Popiſhthitigy6f6nr#; mertyrdom,and miviftery, 
carry us away as'theydid. ' F remember an excel- 
lent ſaying reported-of GeneralZefley. ro our Nobles 
and Gentry; when -tliecy were teadyto fight for B7- 
ſhops,; ro'this* pitpoſe*, Shall -we loſe our raved bd f 
wary fat Swingers © And T pray, are not theſe rhe 


Sons 'of the Swinrs according to ordination; order 


' ned and called" rw ot Is: our blood too good 
_ for Biſbops,anÞnbt for Precbyrets'u8 fornerhink >''! 


- 9. Thar theſe eMmiſters /who: ſeemi to cloſe 


with thoſe whom. they {6lacely called;and preached 


againſt as' Malignknts and\Cavalzers,' yer cannot love 


rleem, or uſe them otherwiſe then in defigne to hel 
wp with the Governinent, and when leave thern, an 
porſervrechem under the ſaine notion with us as here 


ticks, 
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ticks, uſing them now,as the If atlifes did the Gibeo- 
nites,as hewers of wood,and drawers of water , and then 


whar will become of theſe poor ſevles, who havi 


helped up the Presbyters into the. room of the Biſhops, 
ro be-ſure they ſhall neither have Common-Frayer- 
book, nor Surplice,- nor Biſhops,” nor Sacraments , for 
the Diredory ſhall keep out the Commen-Prayer-book, 
and Presbyters ſhall keep out Biſhops, and: Elzeys ſhall 
keep out all Communicarts. of ſuch'and ſuch finnes, 
nd Vniformity will keep out Conformity: And if ye 
hope for berrer, by the buſtte' and differences, and 
frdeings ;, Iſſues and ſucceſſe are in Gods hand, 'notin 
ours : Ye may know when ye begiy, but not when 
ye exd., and they will be firit in the. Presbyterie, be- 
fore ye in the Prelacie. Therefore conſider things. 
70. Thar theſe Mzniſfters,' thonth ſome of them 
were old Non-conformiſts;and have' a power of God in 
chem, ( which I defire ro love under any form) yer 
ww ro their 7ntcreſts they are not ſo, nor to 
the fleſbri 

againſt, nottheir ew; ſo far as they are wen, and 
faras they are perſecnters, ſo far as theyare lovers1 
###;not of godlineſſe, ſo far as they are accuſers of 
$i prethrew, fo ar as they are inthe form of godli- 
ueſſe, not in the power < T herefore conſider :theſe 
meh are not all þrrit and 2ruth, we arenot to call one 
ofthem 1#piter, nor the other Mercurizs, They are 


> en of like paſſions: with #5, and ye z and the worſt 


I wifh (faving their. humour of Perſecution ). is, 
that the-Lord would make them:loveus in the ſþirz, 
_ and we ſhall inall love allow them their fo?##,” © 
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